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The Friendship of Salem Embarks Upon a Youth Journey on the High Seas: 
Salem, MA to New York, NY 

 
The National Park Service, in partnership with the Essex National Heritage Commission, 

invites you to attend the Bon Voyage for the Friendship 
 
 
(Salem, MA, July 27, 2011) – The National Park Service, in partnership with the Essex National 
Heritage Commission, announces its Friendship Sails! A Youth Journey on the High Seas.  The 
NPS tall ship Friendship will depart from Salem, MA for New York, NY on Sunday, August 7 
with a crew of volunteers, NPS staff and youth from across Massachusetts.  They are spending 2-
3 days at sea, sailing to New York City where the young people will join a Youth Summit with 
their peers from New York City and Baltimore, MD.   
 
The National Park Service and Essex Heritage cordially invite the public to wish the crew and 
their young volunteers a “Bon Voyage” on Sunday on August 7 at 4:30 p.m. as they depart from 
Derby Wharf at the Salem Maritime National Historic Site, 193 Derby Street, Salem, MA.   
 
The National Park Service and Essex Heritage are committed to engaging the youth of this 
region – and especially those from urban and diverse communities – in the heritage and natural 
resources which are often seemingly “inaccessible” to urban youth.  Starting with Friendship 
Sails! events to Newburyport and Lynn, the new Ship’s Mate Junior Ranger Program, and 
educational programs like Salem Sets Sail, the National Park Service with the assistance of 
Essex Heritage has reached more than 15,000 students and their families via the tall ship 



Friendship.  “And this is just the beginning,” said Annie C. Harris, Executive Director of the 
Essex National Heritage Commission. “It is such a thrill to see the reaction of these young 
people when they get out on the ocean.  Many live only blocks away from the water but they 
have not had the opportunity to experience it – until now.”  And she adds, “once they do, most of 
them become really engaged and this so important for our region’s future.”  
 
Five college-aged interns who are currently enrolled in the NPS Massachusetts Parks Student 
Career Intake Program (SCIP) will assist in preparing the Friendship for her departure, and will 
participate in every aspect of the sail to New York and back.  Participants on the August 7-10 
sail to NYC are: Kimberley Brunner of the John F. Kennedy National Historic Site, Suki Jo Chiu 
of the Boston Harbor Islands National Recreation Area, Manny Cruz and Ryan McMahon both 
with the Salem Maritime National Historic Site and Victoria Vann of the Lowell National 
Historical Park.  Students on the return voyage of August 14-16 are: Rich Hansen and Saoran 
Roeuth both with the Lowell National Historical Park, Sarah Martin of the New Bedford 
Whaling National Historical Park, Nickson Monteiro at the Salem Maritime National Historic 
Site and Rubby Wuabu with the John H. Chafee Blackstone River Valley National Heritage 
Corridor. 
 
“We are extremely pleased to bring maritime history alive for the young people of our region 
through our sail aboard Friendship,” said Rita Hennessy, Acting NPS Superintendent of the 
Salem Maritime and Saugus Iron Works National Historic Sites. “This is an extraordinary, once 
in a life time opportunity for these young participants to sail on a tall ship.  They will experience 
the adventure of sailing while learning about teamwork, service and leadership.”  The youth will 
be under the guidance of the NPS crew, Friendship volunteers, and the captain. The students will 
be chronicling their journey via real time blogs and twitter. Follow the journey at: 
Friendshipnps.wordpress.com. 

The Friendship of Salem is a full-size replica of the original ship constructed by the renowned 
shipbuilder Enos Briggs in Salem in 1797.  She is a 171-foot three-masted “East Indiaman” - the 
type of merchant ship that made Salem a leader in the opening of international trade with the Far 
East, Europe and Russia in the years immediately following the American Revolution.  The 
Friendship is the largest wooden, Coast Guard certified, sailing vessel to be built in New 
England in more than a century.  The original Friendship made 15 voyages around the world 
before being captured by the British during the war of 1812.  The new Friendship is part of the 
National Park Service's Salem Maritime National Historic Site which includes the last remaining 
intact complex of colonial era wharves, the 1819 Custom House where author Nathaniel 
Hawthorne worked and several related maritime structures and Federal Era houses. Friendship is 
a fully operational sailing vessel.  She is permanently berthed at Derby Wharf in Salem but, on 
special occasions, she sails to ports along the New England coast.  This trip to New York City 
will be her furthest sail to date, but plans are being made to sail to Baltimore, MD to 
commemorate the War of 1812 next year.  Friendship’s keel was laid in 1996 and she was 
certified by the US Coast Guard as a passenger carrying vessel in 2010.    

The Friendship will depart Salem, MA on Sunday, August 7 for New York City and is expected 
to arrive at the Dennis Connor’s North Cove Marina on the Hudson River in Lower Manhattan 
on August 10.  There the youth aboard will be joined by their peers from the NPS Gateway 



National Recreation Area and from Fort McHenry National Historic Site along with other 
students from New York City, Lowell, Massachusetts and Baltimore, Maryland.  In total, nearly 
100 urban youth will engage in the 3 day youth summit.  The ship returns on August 16 to 
Salem. 
 
 
About the Essex National Heritage Commission 
The Essex National Heritage Commission (Essex Heritage) is the non-profit management entity 
for Essex National Heritage Area, one of forty-nine heritage partnership parks of the National 
Park Service.  Working in collaboration with the National Park Service, Essex Heritage promotes 
public/private partnerships and develops and implements programs that enhance, preserve and 
encourage regional awareness of the unique historic, cultural and natural resources found within 
the Area. For more information, visit www.essexheritage.org or call (978) 740-0444.    
 
About Salem Maritime National Historic Site 
Salem Maritime National Historic Site was designated in 1937, the first National Historic Site in 
the National Park Service system. The nine acre site includes the homes of merchants and 
mariners, the Salem Custom House in which the famous author Nathaniel Hawthorne worked, 
and a replica of the three-masted cargo vessel Friendship.  Today, the rangers and volunteers of 
Salem Maritime NHS continue to inform and inspire visitors with the maritime history of New 
England and the United States. For more information, visit www.nps.gov/sama or call (978) 740-
1650.   
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